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Both the authors have had first-handl experience of plastic surgery on th1is sidle of the Atlantic, so that the book contains the best of American and British practice.
The introductory chapters comprise a brief survey of the evolution and anatomy of the human face, and a general discussion on the healing of wounds and principles of operative technique.
The uses of the various types of free gratfts and pedicled skin flaps are also dealt with, and a chapter on the special aspects of anaesthesia is included.
The greater part of the book is devoted to the treatment of all types of facial injuries, and here the emphasis is on general principles of procedure, illustrated with descriptions of actual cases and a large number of excellent photographs and line drawings.
Treatment of fractures of the bones, of the face and jaws is thoroughly covered, as are deformities and reconstructive surgery of the soft tissues. The use of facial prostheses is also dicussed, and throughout the book the psychological and sociological rehabilitation of the facially disfigured is given the attention its importance deserves.
This book will be of value, not only to the specialist in plastic surgery, but also to the general surgeon who may be called on to render emergency treatment in facial injuries. It also contains much that will be of interest to the otolaryngologist, the ophthalmologist, tlhe neuro-surgeon and the dental surgeon.
Doctors Kazanjian and Converse are to be congratulated on producing a volume which for many years to come will be regarded as a standard text-book on the subject of facial injuries, and there is no doubt that the hope expressed by thenm in the preface that the book "will contribute to a better understanding of the treatment of facial injuries" will be fulfilled. THIS volume has now established its reputation as a useful hardy annual. The usual format is retained and presents thirty-eight articles covering the modern diagnosis and treatment of diseases and disorders which are commonplaces of everyday practice. The advent of the sulphonamides and the antibiotics has revolutionised therapeutic measures in the infections, but perhaps there is a danger that proven remedies of the past may be discarded with the useless. The capabilities and limitations of the new drugs are now fairly well known, and we have learnt that there are still occasions, when the old and the new can be administered concurrently or sequentially with benefit. A notable instance, ably dealt with in this volume, is the modern treatment of syphilis. The book is one that can be read in the spare moments of busy days, for the articles are concise, lucid and eminently practical in outlook.
W. G. F.
AIDS TO PSYCHIATRY. By W. S. Dawson. BailliEre, Tindall & Cox.
By extensive revision the sixth edition of this book has been brought up to date and, while it has grown in size, the author has taken care to keep the main objective in view of producing an interesting and instructive introduction to the study of mental diseases. The new chapters on Personality and Child Guidance are welcomed, in view of the concern felt at the extent of juvenle delinquency. Disappointment is felt at the amount of space allotted to treatment, in view of the great advances in therapy during the past few years. This book is invaluable to medical students, and will be read with interest by all those practising psychiatry. C. B. R.
